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Gram positive Gram positive coccicocci

Microbial complexityMicrobial complexity

Microbial burdenMicrobial burden

Clinical risk Clinical risk 

11 22 33 44

AnaerobesAnaerobes

Aerobic GramAerobic Gram--negative rodsnegative rods

Prior RxPrior Rx

NecrosisNecrosis

DepthDepth
SeveritySeverity



Mild Mild 
InfectionInfection
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Every year formally ask about neuropathic

If present 
•discuss cause and prognosis
•agree appropriate therapeutic options and the review 
understanding at each clinic contact
•be alert to psychological consequences and offer support 

Offer tricyclic drug, starting at low doses; titrate as tolerated
Discuss timing for most benefit
Advise that this is a trial of therapy

Offer trial of cheapest (at maximum dose) of 
duloxetine, gabapentin or pre-gablin
Stop if ineffective at maximally tolerated dose
Try another of the drugs if side effects limit dose titration

Consider trial of opiate analgesia

Discuss with person and seek assistance of local 
chronic pain management team if agreeable

Consider reducing dosage/stopping
Therapy following discussion and 
agreement with person concerned

Uncontrolled

Uncontrolled

Uncontrolled

Controlled
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